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Foreword

This revised code of practice was prepared by the Technical Committee on Construction Practice under
the direction of the Construction Industry Practice Committee.

It has been prepared to provide a set of criteria for the evaluation of the adequacy of suspended
scaffolds used in Singapore.

The principal function of a suspended scaffold is to provide a safe means of access for workers carrying
out work at height, as well as to provide a secure foothold.  Therefore the design criteria are formulated
primarily with the safety of personnel in mind.

It is hoped that this publication will in no way hinder other innovations nor discourage the use of new
systems, methods, components or materials.

This code is based on BS 5974:1990 - ‘Code of practice for temporarily installed suspended scaffolds
and access equipment’ and reproduced by permission of the British Standards Institution, British
Standards House, 389 Chiswick High Road, London, W4 4AL, United Kingdom.

In preparing this code, reference was also made to The Factories (Building Operations and Works of
Engineering Construction) Regulations.

Acknowledgement is made for the use of information from the above publications.

NOTE

1. Singapore Standards are subject to periodic review to keep abreast of technological changes and new
technical developments.  The revisions of Singapore Standards are announced through the issue of
either amendment slips or revised editions.

2. Compliance with a Singapore Standard does not exempt users from legal obligations.
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Code of practice for suspended scaffolds

1 General

1.1 Scope

1.1.1 This code of practice is intended to establish the minimum safety requirements for the
construction, operation, maintenance, and use of working platforms suspended by wire ropes and
capable of being raised and lowered by mechanical or manual operated winches and climbing devices.

1.1.2 In this code, the word ‘shall’ indicates a requirement that is to be adopted in order to comply with
the code, while the word ‘should’ indicates a recommended practice.

1.1.3 Chains are excluded from this code.  References shall be made to relevant standards if
required.

NOTE  –  The titles of the publications referred to in this standard are listed at the end of the standard.

1.2 Definitions

1.2.1 Climbing device

A lifting equipment through which the rope passes, controlled either by friction grips or by turns of the
rope round drums within the machine, the lower end of the rope not being anchored.

1.2.2 Counterweight

A weight or series of weights to counterbalance the overturning forces on the roof rig and provide the
required factor of safety.

1.2.3 Outrigger  

The assembly of beams, joists, tubular scaffold framework or proprietary brackets to which the upper
ends of the suspension members are secured.

1.2.4 Fulcrum point 

The point of pivoting nearest to the outside edge of the roof rig about which the balancing moments of
the roof rig are calculated.

1.2.5 Maximum total suspended load 

The maximum force which can be imposed on the roof rig including the safe working load on the
platform, the self weight of the platform and the suspension and safety ropes together with any portion of
the means of suspension and the rope tensions, plus any extra force resulting from the operation of the
equipment and environmental loads.

1.2.6 Projection length  

The length of that portion of the outrigger between the fulcrum point and the point of suspension, where
there are two suspension points, midway between the two.
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