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Foreword 

 

 
This Code of Practice was prepared by the Working Group under the direction of the Technical 
Committee on Facilities Management.  The Technical Committee is under the purview of the Building 
and Construction Standards Committee.  SS 509 : Part 1 : 2005 is a revision of CP 67 : Part 1 : 1997. 
 
SS 509 : Parts 1 and 2 will replace CP 67 : Part 1 : 1997 and CP 67 : Part 2 : 1999 respectively.  Part 
1 covers cleaning methods for natural stones, brick, terracotta, concrete and rendered surfaces, and 
provides guidance to enable the users to select the most appropriate method while Part 2 covers 
surface repair of natural stones, brick, teracotta and rendered surfaces.  
 
This Code represents a standard of good practice.  It aims to provide building owners, architects, 
building surveyors, engineers, managing agents, Town Councils, contractors and academics with 
useful technical information when considering surface cleaning.  In all cases, relevant government 
regulations prevailing at the time, which may apply to surface cleaning and repair works, are to be 
followed. 
 
The revised Code provides a clear separation of different disciplines to allow users to select from 
either Cleaning (Part 1) or Repairs (Part 2).  With sound methods in place, it is envisaged that there 
will be more users of the Code by both the private and government sectors in drawing up their 
standards in cleaning and repairing of natural stones, brick, terracotta, concrete and rendered 
surfaces. 
 
This standard is an adoption of BS 8221-1:2000 ‘Code of Practice for cleaning and surface repair of 
buildings – Part 1 Cleaning of natural stones, brick, terracotta and concrete’ and is implemented with 
the permission of British Standards Publishing Ltd.  Acknowledgement is made for the use of 
information from this standard.  
 
Changes from BS 8221 include the amendment of the title and the addition of : 
 
(a) Guidelines on ‘Comparison of cleaning methods’ (Table 5) 
 
(b) Guidelines on ‘Protection of worker and public’ (Clause 11.1) 
 
(c) Information on ‘First aid treatment’ (Annex E). 
 
Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this Singapore Standard may be the 
subject of patent rights.  SPRING Singapore shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all of 
such patent rights. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE  
 

1. Singapore Standards are subject to periodic review to keep abreast of technological changes and new technical 
developments.  The changes in Singapore Standards are documented through the issue of either amendments 
or revisions. 
 
Compliance with a Singapore Standard does not exempt users from legal obligations. 
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Code of practice for cleaning and surface repair of buildings –  

Part 1 : Cleaning of natural stones, brick terracotta, concrete and 

rendered finishes 

 
 

0 Introduction 

 
Buildings are cleaned either to enhance their appearance or to assist maintenance and/or 
conservation.  
 
Reasons for wanting to enhance appearance include: 
 

 removal of disfigurements (e.g. stains, graffiti); 
 

 revealing the nature, colour or details of a building; 
 

 unification of the appearance of a building that has been altered, extended or repaired. 
 
Reasons for cleaning a building prior to maintenance and/or conservation include: 
 

 removal of harmful or undesirable deposits or applied materials from the fabric in order to 
arrest decay; 

 

 exposure of concealed defects, where surfaces are very thickly soiled, in order to establish the 
extent and nature of repairs required; 

 

 preparation of a surface for additional treatments; 
 

 prevention of the spreading of harmful deposits or similar defects from occurring to adjacent 
fabric;  

 

 fulfilling the terms of a lease that requires periodic cleaning of a building. 
 
Buildings have a variety of surfaces and materials and are subject to various types of soiling.  Each 
should be cleaned using appropriate methods and materials.  It is essential to identify, in advance, the 
type, properties, and condition of masonry (in particular, whether limestone or sandstone) and jointing 
materials. 
 
NOTE – If features of artistic or historic importance are to be cleaned, specialist guidance should be sought. 

 
Each project should be considered carefully, taking into account previous experience with the building 
(or similar buildings), available materials and methods.  If treatment of one material or surface can 
harm other materials or surfaces, proper protection should be provided. 
 
 

1 Scope 

 
This Code provides guidance on removal or partial removal of deposits from the original surface or 
substrate of a building. 
 
Advice is given on the principal cleaning methods in use and the characteristics of surface deposits.  
Guidance is given on cleaning natural stones, clay brick, calcium silicate brick, glazed and unglazed 
terracotta/faience, as-cast concrete and concrete products such as cast stone, concrete brick and 
concrete blockwork. 
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