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Foreword 

This Technical Reference was prepared by a Working Group appointed by the Technical Committee 
on Construction Management under the direction of the Building and Construction Standards 
Committee (BCSC).  The BCSC endorsed the TR on behalf of the Singapore Standards Council on 14 
October 2014. 

The Technical Reference is intended to provide recommended practices on the design, management, 
maintenance and operation of foreign workers’ dormitories.  Well-constructed, tidy and well-managed 
dormitories help provide its residents with a hygienic, conducive and safe place to reside.    

This Technical Reference is not to be regarded as a Singapore Standard.  This Technical Reference is 
made available for provisional application over a period of two years, but does not have the status of a 
Singapore Standard.  The aim is to use the experience gained to modify the Technical Reference so 
that it can be adopted as a Singapore Standard.  Users of the Technical Reference are invited to 
comment on its technical content, ease of use and any ambiguities or anomalies.  These comments 
can be submitted using the feedback form provided at the end of the Technical Reference and will be 
taken into account in the review of the publication.  At the end of the two years, the Technical 
Reference will be reviewed by the WG to discuss the comments received and to determine its 
suitability as a Singapore Standard.  Submission for approval by the Standards Council as a Singapore 
Standard will be carried out only upon agreement after review. 

In preparing the Technical Reference, the Working Group has incorporated relevant inputs from the 
Building and Construction Authority (BCA), Singapore Civil Defence Force (SCDF), National 
Environment Agency (NEA), Ministry of Manpower (MOM), PUB, the National Water Agency (PUB), 
Urban Redevelopment Authority (URA), Singapore Police Force (SPF), Housing & Development Board 
(HDB), Land Transport Authority (LTA) and the Dormitory Association of Singapore Limited (DASL). 

Reference was made to the following publications: 

1. NEA Code of practice on environmental health

2. Code of Practice for Fire Safety Precautions in Buildings (Fire Code)

This Technical Reference does not give exemption from the adherence to the relevant authorities' 
Acts and Regulations. 

Acknowledgement is made for the use of information from the above publications. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this Technical Reference may be the 
subject of patent rights. Enterprise Singapore shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all of 
such patent rights.   

../../../../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Users/sprbbk/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Documents/Objective/Objects/Printing%20Manual-%20Aug%202003_v1.doc#AnnexK
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Technical Reference for design, management, maintenance and 

operation of foreign workers’ dormitories 

Section One – General 

1 Scope 

This Technical Reference gives recommendation on the design, management, maintenance and 
operation of foreign workers’ dormitories.  It shall be limited to the design, management, maintenance 
and operation of purpose-built foreign workers’ dormitories.  Statutory requirements in government by-
laws or relevant regulations of government departments may impose stricter requirements. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this standard.  For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies.  For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies.  

SS CP 5 Code of practice for electrical installations 

SS 555 series Code of practice for protection against lightning 
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