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Foreword 
 
 
This Singapore Standard was prepared by the Working Group on Open Water Sport Safety set up by 
the Technical Committee on Workplace Safety and Health under the purview of the Safety and Quality 
Standards Committee. 
 
The standard emphasises personal responsibility while ensuring that it also covers the responsibilities 
of stakeholders, the safety management system, the readiness of locations/facilities, and the 
adequacies of equipment supplied to the participant(s). Additionally, the standard highlights the open 
water safety requirements of the common inland and open water sporting activities (as shown in the 
Annexes) in Singapore. 
 
In preparing this standard, reference was made to the following Singapore Standards: 
 

− SS 681:2022 Code of practice for sport safety 
 

− SS 700:2023 Code of practice for water safety – Aquatic facilities.  
 
In addition, the Working Group engaged key stakeholders of open water sports to stipulate minimum 
requirements for the prevention of injuries and fatalities from open water activities (e.g. recreational, 
competitive, and educational) that are planned by the public and organised groups. 
 
It is presupposed that in the course of their work, stakeholders will comply with all relevant regulatory 
and statutory requirements. Some examples of relevant regulations and acts are listed in the 
Bibliography. The Singapore Standards Council and Enterprise Singapore shall not be responsible for 
identifying all of such legal obligations. 
 
Permission has also been sought from the following organisations for the reproduction of materials from 
their publications into this standard:  
 
1. International Life Saving Federation (Medical Committee) Figure 1 from the Medical Position 

Statement – MPS 19. 
 
2. International Organization for Standardization (ISO) 

 

− Definitions of Drowning and Competent person from 3.2 and 3.6 of ISO 20380:2017, “Public 
swimming pools − Computer vision systems for the detection of drowning accidents in 
swimming pools − Safety requirements and test methods” 
 

− Definition of Personal flotation device (PFD) from 3.1 of ISO 12402-2:2020, “Personal 
flotation devices – Part 2: Lifejackets, performance level 275 – Safety requirements”. 

 
3. Singapore Dragon Boat Association, Figures H.1, H.2 and H.3. 

 
4. Singapore Power Boat Association, Figure 2. 

 
5. Sport Singapore, Figures R.1 and R.2 from the Safe waterskiing and wakeboarding guide 
 
Acknowledgement is made for the use of information from the above publications.  
 
Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this Singapore Standard may be the 
subject of patent rights. Enterprise Singapore shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such 
patent rights. 
 
 
 

file://///Stn_d_30002036/d/Kay%20-%20Templates%20-%20Public%20Comment,%20Printing,%20Approval/Printing%20of%20SS/Printing%20Manual-%20Aug%202003_v1.doc%23AnnexK
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NOTE 
 
1.    Singapore Standards (SSs) and Technical References (TRs) are reviewed periodically to keep abreast of technical 
 changes, technological developments and industry practices. The changes are documented through the issue of 
 either amendments or revisions. Where SSs are deemed to be stable, i.e. no foreseeable changes in them, they will be 
 classified as “mature standards”. Mature standards will not be subject to further review unless there are requests to review 
 such standards. 
 
2. An SS or TR is voluntary in nature except when it is made mandatory by a regulatory authority.  It can also be cited in contracts 

making its application a business necessity. Users are advised to assess and determine whether the SS or TR is suitable for 
their intended use or purpose. If required, they should refer to the relevant professionals or experts for advice on the use of 
the document. Enterprise Singapore and the Singapore Standards Council shall not be liable for any damages whether 
directly or indirectly suffered by anyone or any organisation as a result of the use of any SS or TR. Although care has been 
taken to draft this standard, users are also advised to ensure that they apply the information after due diligence. 

 
3.   Compliance with a SS or TR does not exempt users from any legal obligations. 
 

  



SS 701:2023 

 

6 

COPYRIGHT 

Code of practice for inland and open water sporting activities 

 
 
 

1 Scope  
 

1.1 This standard specifies requirements that are aimed at preventing injuries and fatalities from 
recreational, competitive, and educational activities planned by the public and organised groups in 
inland and open waters. 
 

1.2 The objective of this standard is to provide requirements and recommendations for 
stakeholders to address any health and safety concerns during the use of open water facilities/activity 
locations and during organised activities/events in an open water environment. 
 

1.3 For the purpose of this standard,  
 

a) open water bodies cover: 
 
– beach fronts, 
– coastal areas, 
– deep sea, 
– floodplains, 
– lakes, 
– oceans, 
– rivers, 
– sea waters, 
– lagoons, and 
– wetlands. 

 
b) inland water bodies cover: 
 

– creeks, 
– ditches, 
– flood ways, 
– monsoon water drains, 
– ponds, 
– quarries, 
– reservoirs, 
– streams, and 
– waterways. 

 
NOTE – In Singapore, access to quarries by the public is not allowed. 

 

1.4 This standard does not cover swimming pools. For provisions for swimming pools, refer to SS 
700:2023. 

 
 

2 Normative references 
 
The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this standard. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies.  
 

SS 681:2022 Code of practice for sport safety 
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